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INSIDE

Flint, Michigan Crises 
Prompts Nationwide 
Concern About Lead 
The Flint water crisis started when a financially stressed city tried 

to save money by switching to a cheaper water supply.  It ended 
with the declaration of a state of emergency after as many as 8,000 
children were exposed to lead.  The levels of lead reported in about 
5% of these children may lead to permanent damage to their brain 
and nervous systems.

How did this happen?  Flint is on the edge of bankruptcy.  
They’ve actually been put under the control of an emergency 
manager who has near total control of the city’s finances.  One of the 
first places he chose to cut was in the water supply.  Flint had been 
paying the City of Detroit $21 million per year for water drawn from 
Lake Huron.  It would be a major savings if they switched to the 
Flint River and that’s just what they did.

Unfortunately, water from the Flint River is characterized as 
“aggressive” water.  Aggressive water usually is more acidic and 
can dissolve the protective coatings most pipes form on their inner 
surface.  That’s just what happened in this case.  Flint has a lot of 
pipes installed a hundred years ago, which meant they probably 

Winter Storm Jonas 
Makes the List

The storm we had over the weekend of 
January 23rd wasn’t the largest of all time, 
but it might be the third greatest amount 
since 1880.  If the reported number for Jonas 
of 25” is correct, that puts it ahead of the 
December 20, 1880 storm that recorded 24” 
and that means Jonas moves into third place 
on the all-time list.

The largest recorded snows were January 
1996 and March 1962.  Those who have 
been around a while will recall both, but we 
realize that 1962 is more than fifty years ago 
and likely means very little to many of you.

If you were here in 1962 you might 
remember that it came down hard and fast 
over a three day period.  The gauges at Big 
Meadows on the Skyline Drive recorded a 
total of 42” of snow over the duration, but 
a massive 33” on March 6th of that year, 
which still stands as the record one-day total.

In 1962 snow plowing was not a big 
budget item.  The Valley was mostly rural 
and people tended to fend for themselves.  
In many cases it was not a town, city or 
VDOT who opened the streets; that duty was 
taken by farmers or contractors who started 
up tractors or bulldozers to help out their 
neighbors.  It was also a time of small town 
hospitality.  When a Greyhound bus became 
stuck on Route 11 neighbors took in the 
passengers until the storm was over and the 
bus could get back on the road.  There were 
many stories of families housing stranded 
drivers during this difficult time.

It was reported that a two mile section of 
Route 33 west of Harrisonburg was littered 
with cars and trucks.  Virtually all stores 
were closed as were churches, schools 
and vital services such as the post office.  
Medical emergencies were handled by 
helicopters because the roads stayed closed 
for several days.  It took more than three 
weeks before the snow finally melted.

Continued on page 2 Continued on page 2

The Michigan National Guard was activated to distribute bottles 
of clean drinking water for Flint’s citizens.  Meanwhile churches 

and civic groups rallied to the distribution cause and literally 
tens of thousands bottles of water were handed out daily.
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When you consider that for every inch of rain that falls on a 1,000 square-foot roof, about 600 gallons of water 
can be gathered, it is understandable that there is a resurgence in collecting rain water.  This age-old process of 
harvesting rain is experiencing a surge in popularity and here are some reasons

• Rainwater is great for irrigating lawns and flower gardens and can contribute to a lower water bill.

• While this non-treated water is not safe to drink, but is 
actually better for most plants...it is softer and lower 
in acidity.  Note, however, that roofing materials may 
contain hazardous chemicals; therefore, the National 
Resources Defense Council recommends you avoid 
using rain barrel water on edible plants.

• Using rain barrels keeps water off our streets where it 
can pick up contaminants like oil, animal feces, and 
trash that will eventually end up in the storm sewer 
system and drain into North River.

Now that you know some of the advantages 
of using a rain barrel, you may want to 
set one up at your residence.  To help you 
accomplish this task, the Shenandoah Valley 
Soil & Water Conservation District (SVSWCD) 
is holding a workshop Thursday, March 17th, 
6:30 - 8:00 p.m.  At this workshop you’ll learn 
how to convert a heavy plastic pickle barrel into 
a functional rain barrel as well as installation and 
maintenance of it, plus the many advantages of 
collecting rainwater this way.

Rain Barrel Workshop

WORKSHOP REGISTRATION

Life is very different today.  Jonas was a 
historic storm, but the world didn’t shut down 
as it did fifty-four years earlier.  By the next 
day traffic was out, stores open and business 
went on as usual.  Most of us don’t want to go 
back to “the way it used to be”, but it’s nice to 
remember those simpler times and how we took 
care of each other during a time of need.

contain lead.  As the aggressive water ate at the coating, 
lead was released into the system.  Ironically, this could 
have been prevented by adding chemicals that would help 
stabilize the aggressive water.  The cost?  Maybe $100 a 
month.

The damage done to the children of Flint is probably 
irreversible.  The result will be lower IQs, difficulties with 
learning, speaking and paying attention.  They are more 
likely to be impulsive and aggressive and to be diagnosed 
with ADHD.  It is possible that 400 or more children have 

blood levels of lead high enough to cause damage.  Please 
note that adults are not as susceptible to lead poisoning.  It 
takes a much higher level to cause them problems.
As you read this article you are probably wondering if this 

could happen in Bridgewater. The simple answer is no.  We 
monitor our lead levels at twenty locations throughout town.  
Not once have we shown anything exceeding the EPA standard 
of 15 parts per billion.  To put this into perspective, Flint’s 
water was showing 1,000 parts per billion of lead.

Each summer we send out a report on our water system that 
contains lab results for many contaminants, including lead.  If 
you ever have a question about water quality please give us a 
call.  We’ll be glad to open our records for your review.  

Winter Storm Jonas
Continued from page 1

Flint Water Crisis
Continued from page 1

Cleanup after the storm was a challenge and it took several 
days to get snowbanks like this moved to a safer location.
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Skaters and spectators alike 
had to look twice to believe 
their eyes.  But there she was.  
A petite 4’9” little girl spinning 
and twirling as if she had been 
born wearing skates.  

It is no illusion.  Maeko 
Sotomil, who lives in Staunton, 
comes regularly to Generations 
Park to polish her skills in 
skating in preparation for the 
next competition.  

A serious Olympic hopeful, 
Maeko practices more than four 
hours weekly at our rink, but 
her training doesn’t end there.  
She has already taken ballet 
for two years and in between 
practices on the ice, she works 
with cross-training to develop 
her jumps, coordination, and strength.

Skaters and spectators who took to the ice rink 
Sunday (Valentine’s Day) had a real treat.  Maeko 
performed on ice to the music of “Flashlight” by 
Jessie J.  The presentation included jumps, spins, 
and rotations.  In spite of the very cold weather, 
she was a sensation.  Accolades were complete 
with flowers tossed onto the ice after her second 
exhibition at 4 p.m.

Special Valentine’s Day 
Performance

Ms. Sotomil received her first gold medal at the 
young age of 5. Since then she has competed in 
the Desert Open Championship, US Figure Skating 
Theater on Ice National Competition (which she is a 
member of the team Virginia Ice Box Ensemble from 
year 2014, 2015), she also competed in the State 
Game of America Figure Skating Championships in 
2014, Falling Leaves Figure Skating Competition 
2014, The May Day Open 2015 Figure Skating 
Competition and the South Atlantic Regional 
Figure Skating Championships. Maeko is currently 
preparing for her 2016 
competitions.

Thank you Maeko for 
sharing your beautiful 
talent with us. 

(left) One of Maeko’s biggest 
fans is five-year-old brother, 

Keon Chaz, who attends almost 
every one of her practices and 

performances. 

(right) Maeko, holding 
flowers presented to her after 

her appearance,  smiles in 
appreciation to Bridgewater 

residents who congratulated her 
on her performance.

Last day the Generations Park Ice Rink will be open is Sunday, March 6th.  
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She Said “Yes”
Another first for Generations Park

February 13th will always be a memorable occasion for Jose Perez-
Landis and Maryuri Mendoza.  That was the night Jose used Generations 
Park Ice Rink as the stage for his marriage proposal to Maryuri.

 The story actually began a week earlier when Mr. Perez-Landis 
approached the staff at Generations Park asking for the opportunity to 
propose to his girlfriend on the ice.  Megan Byler, ice rink supervisor, 
loved the idea and the two immediately 
began to work on a plan to facilitate the 

couple’s special night.  The evening of 
the 13th, around 7 p.m., equipment was 

brought out for the routine resurfacing of 
the ice that occurs every hour or two.  But 

that’s when the customary procedure changed.  
Spectator curiosity was aroused when instead of 

opening the gates for the skating to resume, 
staffers entered the ice and began laying rose petals in the shape of a heart 
and adding a huge bouquet of helium heart-shaped balloons.  A special 
Valentine’s theme light show created for this event began and La Indicada, 
a song requested by Jose, played in the background.   

Jose led blindfolded Maryuri out to the center of the heart, took off her 
blindfold, and went down on one knee to ask for her hand in marriage.  
Friends and family who had gathered for the event, and even onlookers, 
cheered for the happy couple.  We’ll let pictures tell the rest of the story.

Congratulations Maryuri and Jose.  
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North River Library News
PRE-SCHOOLER PROGRAMS

Momma Goose Rocks (birth-3): Thursdays, 10:15 a.m.
Precious Preschoolers (3-5): Thursdays, 11 a.m.

SCHOOL-AGE CHILDREN PROGRAMS
(Grades K-5 monthly at 4 p.m.)

Cool Afterschool: 1st Tuesday
LEGO Club: 2nd Tuesday
Crafty Kids: 3rd Tuesday

Dogs 2 Read 2:  4th Tuesday
HOURS

Monday-Wednesday: 12 p.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday & Friday: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday: 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENTS 
STEM Saturday    

• Drop in and create a fizzy boat 
that floats!

NEW (beginning in January) 
Adult monthly book club the last 

Wednesday of the month at 2:00 p.m.  
Bring a book of your choice to share 

with the group! 

118 Mt. Crawford Avenue
540-434-4475, Ext. 4                http://www.mrlib.org/northriver.aspx

March 20...First Day of Spring
Many homeowners use the spring months to plant shrubs, trees and 

do other landscaping projects. Unfortunately, they often forget the 
necessity to call Miss Utility before every dig, no matter how harmless 
it seems. So often the small project causes utility outages that are always 
inconvenient and sometimes dangerous.

So, we hope you will err on the 
side of caution and make that “811” 
call before every dig. When you do, 
they will pass on the information to 
utility companies who will locate 
and mark all lines. It’s a small 
price to pay for eliminating service 
outages, property damage and 
personal injury.

  
More information can be found 

at va811.com.

Real Estate tax relief is available for the elderly (65 and older) as well as the permanently 
and totally disabled.  To qualify for relief, the applicant’s yearly income must not exceed 

$11,000 and their net worth not exceed $30,000, excluding their primary dwelling.

If you meet these monetary requirements and would like to see if you qualify, an application 
may be obtained from the Treasurer’s Office at 201 Green Street.  All applications must be 

filed by April 1st of the taxable year.  
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Bridgewater Rotary Club   ......... Dinner/Business 
meeting   every Tuesday at 6 PM, Maple Terrace, 
Bridgewater  Retirement Community.  Pancake 
supper Nov. 3rd.

T.O.P.S. @ Bridgewater Presbyterian Church ...
Every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 PM.  Open to anyone 
interested in weight loss or weight management.  For 
more information please call Vickie Bland at 568-
6539.

Bridgewater Historical Museum ...... 109 South Main 
Street.   Open Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 
10 AM to 3 PM. We will also open anytime by 
appointment.  Check us out on Facebook.  Phone:  
540-237-4017. 

March 1   Congressman Goodlatte Open Door 
A representative from Congressman Goodlatte’s 
office will be available the first Tuesday of every 
month at 11:30 AM in the Council Chambers of the 
Bridgewater Community Center or may be contacted 
at 885-3861.

March 1   Myers-Hodges V.F.W. Ladies Auxiliary 
7 PM Meets the first Tuesday of every month at the 
Post home on Dry River Road.

March 7  Bridgewater Rescue Squad Auxiliary    
6:30 PM at Bridgewater Rescue Squad building.  
Meets the first Monday of every month. New 
members welcome.  For details call 828-3395.

March 7   Bridgewater Ruritan Club  ............7 PM at 
Bridgewater United Methodist Church.

March 8     Greater Ashby Business Council ...   
 12  PM (noon) at Bridgewater Fire Company 

building.  All are welcome to attend this free monthly 
group that supports and promotes local business 
growth, networking, and education.  For information 
contact co-chair Larry Elkins at 540-641-2668.

March 14  Bridgewater Family and Community 
Educators  ....... 7:30 PM.  Meets second Monday 
of every month at Arey Assembly Hall in the 
Bridgewater Community Center.  New members 
welcome.  For information contact Rosetta Harris, 
828-6273.

March 15    Parkinson’s Support Group........
Meets from 2 PM to 3 PM the third Tuesday of 
every month in the Bridgewater Retirement Houff 
Community Center, Smith Room.  Open discussion.  
All are welcome.  Please call 828-2550 for more 
information.

March 15    Rotary Pancake Supper....4 PM to 7 PM 
at Turner Ashby School.  Adults $7 in advance, $8 
at the door; children 6-12, $4; under 6, free. For 
more information, please contact John Johnson at  
jtjohnson0813@gmail.com.

 V.F.W. Post 8644.... ......... Meets the third Wednesday 
of every month at 7:30 PM at the Post home on Dry 
River Road.  Call 828-0051 for further information. 

March 28     Bridgewater Fire Company Ladies 
Auxiliary .. Meets 7 PM at the fire hall.   New 
members welcome.  Call 828-2035 for more 
information.

Move Clocks Forward 1 Hour
March 13th


